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The Seven Liberal Arts, as inclusive of all learning, came into
vogue. Long" before the fifth century, however, practically
all these differentiations into subjects had occurred ; it was
reserved for the ecclesiastical and symbolical tendencies of
the Middle Ages to limit the sciences definitely to seven
As we have seen (pp. 136, 145), Plato had shown the distinction
between what now came to be called the trhnum> including
grammar, rhetoric, and dialectic, and the quadrivium, includ-
ing arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy. Varro, the
most learned of the Romans, wrote, in the last pagan century,
upon the liberal arts or studies which included all of these,
together with architecture, medicine, and philosophy. In
his treatise on education, Quintilian omitted from the liberal
studies two of them, dialectic and arithmetic. St. Augustine
(p. 242) wrote a treatise on two of these, and stated that he
intended to write on five others. Writing in the same period,
Capella completed his treatise on the seven in which all
knowledge was presumed to be summarized. It is said by
Professor Davidson, however, that the first actual use of the
numeral seven in connection with the liberal arts was by Ra-
banus Maurus in the ninth century. It is certain, however,
that Cassiodorus, in the sixth century, and Alcuin, in the gen-
eration preceding, had justified the study of secular subjects
recognized by Rabanus Maurus, by identifying them with
the seven pillars of the temple of wisdom.
Martianus Capclla, mentioned above, was one of the best
representatives of the pagan culture in North Africa, and wrote
(between 410-427 A.D.) a treatise entitled DC Nuptiis Philo-
logiac ct Mcrcnrii (The Marriage of Philology and Mercury),
which, throughout the first half of the Middle Ages, was used
more widely than any other book as a text of the ancient
learning. The gocl Mercury desires to marry, and all the
machinery of the pagan heaven is set in motion, first to deter-
mine to whom, and then to celebrate the consummation of
the marriage to the most learned maiden, Philology. The